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NEUTRAL 
d TANDEM' 

Februay 19,2007 

scoll E Bscr 
VicePrrsidmC Orrier RCWON 
Level 3 Communiutions 
1025 E l d o d o  Blvd. 
Bmomlield. co 80021 

Re: Neutral Taodem'a Request for Iefcrconnecriom wltb b e l 3  

Dear Ur. E& 

Thank you for tnking the time m meet with Ron Gnvilld, Dave Lopez and m6 Ins! Friday. I w i l e  to.yw in 
risponseto that meeting ad your let& of Feb- 14,2007. 

As you know, Neutral Tnndem, Inc. (togefhcr wi& iu.applicabk diii*tcs, *Ne.uhal T a n k 3  provides 
tandem switching and baniit services ('Tandem Serviccz") in n number ofstates MI- h 1 3  
Communications, LI;c Iiogeulcr wiib is,applicsblc afYiJ+s, "Level 37-ako o r n o .  In addiriw to 
providing these:Tnndem Services to L e d  3, NcWalTandem also prmjh,TantkttrrSctvica mother 
canicrs, such ai CLEcr, wireless ~rriVr. ud &le companies. 

Level 3 and Ncuhl  Tandun currently intucanncct pursuant to hvo q m n n r  - a July4 zPo4 Ayuncm 
for Wireline N e o r k  ~ t e ~ o n n e ~ i o n . ( . ~ e ~ J u l y  2004 Cohtnct") rnd'a FebruarJ12,.2004 Martcr S s r v i ~  
Apemen1  (originally exocuted by Foul Camrnuiiicaioq'which k now put ofhvel.3) {lhc "February 
2004 ConCnSt"); Purspnt to these two-way interconnection apemenu, Neutral T n t ~ d ~  F i d e s  Tandem 
Sewices to (i)'tcvCl3 Tor lnf ic  (hnt originates with h e 1  3 and tcmiinrtu to third pattybnninating 
carriers. and (ii) third party carriers for vaffic lhat originafes with thox cames and.cenninater with Lcwl 
3.L 

On the evening OfJYluary 31.2007, Level-3 sent a farto.Ncutral Tandantcnninriting 'the July 2004 
Contract effective March 2.2007. By wayofyoiu F e i i ~ ~ r y  14 letter. Lv+l-3 (i) agRcd f o r d  chc 
termination date ofthe July 2004Contrsct to March a. 2007. IO d b w  negotiation& for a now W w a y  
agreement IO take place a d  (ii) enninated theF~brUary2004 CMlmc~ e'ffenivc March 23,2007. 

Let me rcitera!c what we said during the meeting on Friday: Neutnl Tandem is w'llinglo work with Lcwl 
3 to reach a commercial agreement fw two-way interconnection'whidh will embk Level3 IO enjoy the 
benefits of ourcompktiiive Tandem Service. We thercfw lc& fmwmd to our qll tomorrow. 

On January 3 1.2007, before Level 3 x n l  the tax to Neutral Tandem terminating the IWC-WY July 2004 
C M ~ C I ,  Neutral Tandem and Level 3 a c c u ~ e d  a new wnmct  under which Neutral Tandem will provide 
ccnain t cmimion  services for certain traffic originated by Level 3. That agreement does not provide for 
termination of trnffic to Level 3 from Ncuvsl Tandem that originates ivivith third party carrim r,nd i k d  
its rates rind terms were predicated on the existence of h e  July 2004 C~trect .  
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NEUTRAL 1 TANDEM' 

MI. B.a?r 
Fctiunry 19,20Q7 
P a p  2 

h w e w ,  asm ai& stated in OUT meeting. L c d  3 irriquired by h w t o  infutonncctwith N e u ~ l T a n d m  
in ali of du statu when the partier operate. Fcy epmplc, applicahlc.$.*.law requim L m l 3  ta 
intercormeel wiih Neutrii Tandern.upon r q u a  

92.94,97; R STAT. A"; 9 364.1 6: GAXODE A". 0 46-54 64. Thcrcforr MY m f w l  by Level 3 lo 
inlerc*Ma withNcuha\Tandem would violat$ b& stacmd fnlcnl law? 

Accoidiigly, ?fcuI~ l  Tandem heriby formally rquuls interconnection wie kdf'la rll of the 
statu in which our respective companiu operate in order forlrleutral Tandem to terminate lo L e d 3  
InGe originaietby third pa* urriera on tcrina n 0 . l ~  f v o m b l e  than tbb&maile availaMe to the 
incumbent lohl exchange.carrier Tor tbe termination olltaodem r c r v k  l M Y . ~ u c r t  ineludc&but i s  
not limited to, the~fDll.owing shies: Illinois; N e w Y a k . W , a .  and GeOrgn. 

To bcclcar. NeuVal Tanctcm is no/ seeking in tekohndon with Level3 underapplicable law for mC 
p u i p ~ ' o f c o m p e l l i n ~ I e l 3  to originate tnf l ic  mNwt@ Tandem. R.ier. Npltnl Tagdam r q w  
inIeFonnection wjul.Lcvet 3 solely fw the purpascofdelivering mftic.originated by third p l y  carriers 
utiliing Neutral Tandcm'.s Tandem S w i c c  

eaCh-ofUlinoiJ. N&! Y& Fl*.&nd GdorgiO. SN 
2ZUILL.COMP.STjV.~.l3-514;N.Y.COMP.CoDESRaREos; 16.§6052;N.Y~Pve:SERV. lAWPp91 ,  

L 
surcndrn saboa 
Chid Operating Officer 

n: John Hanington, Jcnna  8c Blwk LLP 

In addition to k i n g  requimd by law, Neutral Tandem presumes that Level 3 will comply with this 
request given that 5 is entirely consistent with IJK numerous public positions regarding interconnection 
taken by LCKI 3, including positions supporting the right of wholesale carriers to interconnect, fhe need 
for competitive m i t  remiccr, and the need for interconnection IO support the development of 
compelitivt trnnrii services. Moreover, such interconnection funhcrs general public policies supponing 
competition and mhuorlt redundancy. 
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